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"Yes, Prince.1'
"It's about time that our berths are ready. Let's go into the sleeping-
car." His smile restored her self-confidence.
"I'm not sleepy, Prince, I'm so excited at thinking of going—actually
going to Kyoto with you. When I was a girl, I never dreamed of seeing
the ancient Imperial Scar* And to think of riding on a steam train!"
"The country has progressed in some ways since the Restoration in
1868, hasn't it? Although this train is slower than those American and
European ones, it is a great improvement."
"Do Kyoto people differ from us Tokyo-born?"
"Some general differences, to be sure, still exist You see, the Tokyo
people are realistic, practical, active, alert and progressive, with all the
drawbacks which those virtues entail. The men and women in Kyoto
are romantic, impractical, easy-going, dreamy. They observe traditions
and are cultured."
"Is it true that they have more faith in superstitions than we have?"
Okiku's face flushed. There was always a great delight in hearing
Saionji speak in his soft Kyoto dialect*
"That may be true, too, for there are many more temples and shrines
in that city than in Tokyo- Some of them are dedicated to supersti-
tions or to imaginary beings."
"How are the Kyoto beauties? You used to admire them and to speak
so highly of them/1 She looked down at her hands.
"I haven't changed my mind on the subject, Okiku. This time you
can see with your own eyes and draw your own conclusions. You are
such a good judge.1*
"You arc not backing down, are you, Prince?"
"Oh, no, and you arc not jealous, are you? Huh, Okiku, they are
pretty, but not etjual to you, my modern kvmacbi) by any means."
Okiku laughed and said: "Every woman has her pride—*'
"And some-jealousy, huh?"
"Do the Kyoto girls spend more money on their appearance?" she
persisted.
"Generally they do, I believe. They spend more for clothes than
food, for instance, in contrast with the Tokyo girls. Furthermore, they
are careful when buying so that later they can remodel their kimonos.*'
"They don't follow the fashions as much as we do, do they?1*
"They do. For example* when longer sleeves become stylish or
brown the fashion, they had their kimonos dyed that color cad/.
made over in the new style at small expense. It's far cheaper than get*

